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Morioka City Study Museum of Archeological Site: Curatorial Report vol.06 2023.04.

About the ritual of abolishing the "Kamado (kitchen range)" in an ancient pit
building site in Morioka City

Morioka City Study Museum of Archeological Site / Cultural Property Officer / KONNO Tadaaki

[Keyword: Ancient, Pit building site The ritual of abolishing the "Kamado Ritual ritual]

Based on the collection and analysis of the data, the ritual of abandoning kamado in ancient pit building sites

in Morioka City shifted from the 9th to the 10th century. It appears as if the fashion of performing the ritual to
abolish kamado moved from the southern part of the city area to the north. The actual situation will be clarified
by accumulating more survey cases and by investigating the ratio of the number of traces to the number of survey
buildings.

It is unclear which factors, such as differences in religious beliefs, social status, or origins of the people who used
kamado, are responsible for the fact that they have not been found in all the pit building sites. If the ritual of
placing small hand-kneaded earthenware in the flue at the Araya site is a ritual to abolish the kamado, it is the
oldest example so far found in the Morioka City area. In addition, taking into account the possibility that the
unidentified earthenware from the Araya site and the pear-shaped earthenware from the Futamata site are parts of
clay horses, it can be pointed out that the origin or religious influence of their implementers is related to the Kanto
region.

From the early 9th century to the 10th century, when the ritual of abolishing the kamado appeared, it is possible
that religious leaders from the Tagajo area moved northward and introduced the ritual to their respective villages
as a result of the rise of an influential local class and social stabilization that accompanied changes in the Ritsuryo
(law and order) system under the rule of Irizawa Castle, which was established after the founding of Shiba-gun.
State rituals and Buddhist rites were introduced to the base villages, and it is possible that the ritual of abolishing
kamado, along with the use of inked earthenware to write one or several letters of auspicious phrases in folk rituals
of the Kanto region, flowed into and spread among the general population.

There were two types of belief in kamado, one was the belief in the hearth god in the capital, as shown in the
diaries of aristocrats, and the other was the belief in the local area from the Kofun period onward.
Archaeologically, I can point out that there are traces of this. However, it is difficult to determine what the ancient
people intended to do. Based on many research findings and literary records, etc., which show that folklorically,
kamado, a fireplace, was regarded as a nexus with the other world and that people were aware of the presence of
gods, it is highly probable that there was an act with a special intention to abolish kamado by such means as laying
down a bowl when leaving the dwelling in which they were living.

We will continue to investigate the final form of the kamado when investigating ancient pit building sites, and
strive to reconstruct the social customs of the people of that time in more detail, so that we can learn more about
the lively lives of the people who lived in Morioka.

I hope that many citizens will deepen their interest in the lives of their predecessors who also lived here in

Morioka, and that it will serve as an opportunity to deepen their understanding of and attachment to the region.
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