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[ 3"‘% =H ﬁ]g Fﬁ ] Judges: / Michael Dylan Welch, Kimura Toshio

v W Japanese Translation: / Kimura Toshio
BE ATV T Ty 72 F RATR#E
PR /AR B

(Grand Prize) E7 ) 7HE&HE
ATV T T 7))L TR

Mircea Moldovan IV —< =7

a suitcase 2 — ) — 2
on the nursing home steps | # AR —ADBEIC
autumn chill AR L

This poem trusts the image to evoke feeling. That suitcase on the steps, does it
mean coming or going? What has happened? The chill of autumn suggests that
the story is not a happy one, implying that someone is being moved into the
home to live their last days, or perhaps that they’ve passed away, and now their
belongings are being taken away. For a moment, one suitcase is left on the steps,
as if to say goodbye. Patricia Donegan, a haiku poet who died in 2023, once said
that “Every haiku is a piece of a story. It is not a whole story, but a hint of a story
that the reader completes in his or her own mind.” We have the opportunity to
complete the sad story in this poem.

—Michael Dylan Welch
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[Special Selections] 4%:2 RN AR I AP ERIJEIZE o -

—Michael Dylan Welch
Danny Blackwell A~ 1 >
hailstones R 5
the basilica BewdD
busier than usual RN 3

“Basilica” is an uncommon word in haiku, but here it works well with its alliteration with “busier,” emphasizing both
words. This poem suggests a decline in religious service atfendance, but at least the hailstones (sent from God?) are
doing their part to help. Or it could be that the hailstorm is not causing people to enter the basilica. Rather,
attendance has increased for some other reason, and this is fortunate for those people who have escaped the wrath
of hailstones.

% &% Boslica)) FHEGIZLCETSEZETETTA, 2 2TIE FTLYEIReH] Gusen)] ¥ ¥
YEICHEEARVWLNETOENBRAINTCVET, COGUELTE~OHEENH - (W5
HEREBETRL CWAETL Y I, EEPARCYEENY (WMHhLELNTCEEDEDTL & )
mP) ZORVWOEBERELTCWEST, WOE LN LEL, BPRARERSEIZHWED
TV oNE LhELA, TLEAMNNOBECHEZENEZ -0 LAELAL, T
Nt L, DEVWEILENL )Y T LARIZY s CEZ=BELRER LAY TLE I,

Stefanie Bucifal K 1

spring morning & D #H
a hint of lilac ) 7% 5%
in the old man’s tune A DI

The lilacs tell us it’s spring, a season of beginning, and the morning marks a beginning too. This contrasts with the
man’s age, but surely his tune is jaunty and optimistic, reveling in perpetual beginnings as a life choice. The
synesthesia of a tune having the smell of lilacs also comes as a fresh surprise.
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[Special Selections] #5332 ERIEERRP EPES

Lakshmi lyer 1 > R

—Kimura Toshio

new moon RIS
an oyster cuddles CER /AL Ol
the nautical light AL KT

We do not usually see the new moon. It should be a moonless night. What do oysters in the dark sea rely on instead
of moonlight? This haiku makes readers feel that the description might be true.

FRIZEALNONIZITARZLVWO T, AOLVWRTL & ). Z AR WE THENA A
MNIZRbH > TRNVIZTL2EDERLON, RBEIZWLIILLEHLEL—9TL & ),

Meagan Bussert 7 £ !) 77 &3k

warbler’s nest BOR
a bus ticket tucked INZ - F oy R
within Z DE|Z

The call of the warblers is a reminder of the arrival of spring. Their nests are made of leaves and twigs. When you
quietly looked into their nests during birdwatching, what you found there was.... Was it someone’s lost ticket?

EOFN R LI NLZONEDE CT, ZOBEILNIROCELY TELNTHET,
N—=RT 49 F U ITDYEZ S5 F 2R Z IR 2HEE DR, ELDF Y LT
L &9

Sebastian Chrobak +—7 K

her old diary 4 DEH W BE
open closed open R =B LCB =
butterfly’s wings D J)

The old diary would be full of memories. When she opens it and sweet and sour memories come flooding back, she
may close it instinctively. A butterfly with open and closed wings also appears fo overlap with her.

FTVWBREICHBELXDBWNZTET o CWELZYTLy ., BOWTHE S IFWERENE - C
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[Honourable Mentions )| ¥ EEEIIEEREPERENEE

Boris Nazansky 7 v 7 F 7

an empty swing
first cherry petals

come and go

Baisali Chatterjee Dutt 1 > K

dusk
a swing slows to a stop

in the empty park

Scott Mason 7 X ) #7& &k

surf's up
a little boy tries

to move his castle

Stephen Toft 1 ¥ !) 2
mating eagles
skywriting the end

of winter

Sebastian Chrobak +~—7 » K

Hiroshima Day
still not enough

paper cranes

Joshua Gage 7 £ ') 77 &3k
fingerprints
on the carousel horse...

dusty sunbeams

15

—Michael Dylan Welch
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(Honourable Mentions ] &

AH T 2

—Kimura Toshio

Shravani Rao Vydula 7 X !') 77 &%

blade of grass
snail's delicate crawl

balancing the universe

Agnes Eva Savich 7 X ) 77 &%

tea ceremony
the forest

at my fingertips

Satyanarayana Chittaluri 1 >~ K

a crow
cawing and cawing

what did she lose?

children's laughter
the choreography

of snowflakes

Sebastian Chrobak

whispering secrets

K=k

a squirrel hides an acorn

that no one will find

Jenny Fraser = ->—>—7 Y K
in and out
of the vastness

a blackbird calls

Claire Vogel Camargo 7 X ') 77 &R
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