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Judges : Michael Dylan Welch, Toshio Kimura
Japanese Translation : Toshio Kimura
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[Grand Prize) 7 NY) 7HE&HE

<A T T )T 8

—Michael Dylan Welch
Sam Renda &7 7 ') 7
mayfly wings 7177 a7 DI
his talk of death turns HRDEE 5 I3
matter-of-fact Ry

The poet Mary Oliver once wrote, “The end of life has its own nature, also worth
our attention. I don’t say this without reckoning in the sorrow, the worry, the
many diminishments. But surely it is then that a person’s character shines or
glooms.” That seems to be the case with this poem, confronting death directly,
even if after a possible time of avoidance or wistfulness. The juxtaposition of this
practicality with the ephemerality of a mayfly’s wings deepens the realization
that even human life is ephemeral. As with the mayfly, to everything there is a
season, and we are reminded of the seasonal progressions of human life. This is a
poem of acceptance.

—Michael Dylan Welch

FADAT)— AT 7—@hoTZIIFVWTWET, TAEDOKDL) 12 Z
NBEFHN TH)EBITNFTEDTT, A3, BLACLH, SETIELER
ZEEZFTIZZARIYEZT )28V dI ) TLA, UYL ZDEZ 2|
ZOARPEES, HLWVIEEL VAN TT) ZoaNEIIZz0@E!) T,
FrZMU (R LAY ENS - Y LTERRYEEIIBSIS - (WET, 3R
EY A 7o 0DOFOBI Y DR EIZ, AMOGIEECED Y WIRBEZHED
A NES, V7o’ % ) ThHLLHI2, AFICEZHNH ), BREDLIE
AEDEHICNF L 232 2BWRITOTTH, ZHIZZIFANL ) v
59T,

—<A 7T Ty TV F
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[Special Selections] 4%:& ATV T Ty 7T &

—Michael Dylan Welch
Reneu do Amaral Berni 77 V)L
at the small waterfall INX T
like owners of the world HRZFICLALDIC
the boy and his dog PE LR

This haiku is joyful. Nothing is like the wonder of childhood, and this poem captures its delight
and focus marvelously. Here by the waterfall, the boy and his dog are the owners of the world.
That it’s a small waterfall deepens the wonder, for even something small provides all the
amazement that this boy needs. Environmentalist Rachel Carson has written that she wishes for
each child in the world to have “a sense of wonder so indestructible that it would last
throughout life, as an unfailing antidote against the boredom and disenchantments of later
years, the sterile preoccupation with things that are artificial.” This poem reminds us of that
wonder and challenges us to find it again.

COHEGUEERICELTCVET, THBROE I MY ZNLNTVWEDN T, 20413 %
DERY ZDHP O BFEIZRZ VTS, 2OFDZIET, VEVYZDORIZNHREFIZ
LEDTT, ZNAVNINETHLIYEESEREDII(NET, YWLWIDE, FX ZNX
WEDTH-TEIDPEPROTVLEZILEZ LA NLINLTT, BRERESTHROL
A F 2 - A=V VBN TVWET, BRFPOFTHEL —A—AN [RROESORY + 5
SLII, ZLALEZNY, DEDAETORE I XCLIRK, AL EDO~NDOTELRRLICH
?Z&é* m%&ﬂthiﬁfﬁL<h<i7’\ﬁ TwWET,) ZonFHL, DL
ATESZROEIYE, BUOZAZABT L IkznlFnwz0TT,

LE dfeF BA&

alocal bus a— 7 )L 2
with no passengers... REL WL
autumn sunset DT EN

The seasonal reference here suggests melancholy, especially when paired with the seemingly
sad image of an empty bus. It’s a local bus, too, making the poem intimate and humble—no
grand travel possibilities here. The observer sees this image from an unspecified vantage point,
but if we put ourselves in the viewer’s shoes, we too can feel sadness. We may empathize with
the bus driver, for having to work even with no passengers, or maybe we feel grateful that the
bus is there to serve town residents even when it’s not always needed. The sunset completes
the image, with the endingness of autumn echoing the end of the day, the end of that day’s need
to travel.

u@mzzwvi MLIZE LT A XA =D LsdbIn(, ZOGOFHIZHT

FREBI 2L CWET, £A, MTONNZAYL W 2 YT, HRLKRDTREME &
V0GR HR L LD L EMTEDODY L CWET, BEFEATEESZROBLE NS 2
7 % B OV E 45, ﬁt@%%@@'ﬁf@*t*éﬁC%:ZWT*%TL;5O
%%ﬁwﬂ'<f£@bﬁ‘fMiﬂ \V\xmﬁﬁﬁ:wxﬂT nELfnewnwl, Fliw
BT ACLEDERDEDIZCNANDH LI CIIRH T INE L NEHA, 7B/ 9 L
t4x—yémm5&\ﬁm%h0%%maw%h CZDBIZLBEE S EFROKEL ) ¥
%ﬁ’fé\o’(\‘\iﬁkc

S £F o by

5k~ nu\v N
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[Special Selections] 4%:2 AA IR E

—Toshio Kimura

Nina Kovacic 7 v 7+ 7

open window AR T
scent of rose from darkness ML) EBHDOE
delays my dream BNTE

The poet says that when the window was left open on a summer night to cool off, he/she could
smell the roses on the night breeze. “Delays my dream” is an interesting expression. The poet
may have been trying to drift off to sleep. Did the sweet smell wake him/her up and delay the
start of dreaming? If it was because the poet was intoxicated by the smell of roses, that would
be lovely, too.

BEORICRZ2Y LI YEZHAITIB(Y, RAIZE-TCERDODBZ)NLCEEALVWIDT
T, B3] de\aysm\/dream i@é\\%fﬁfﬂ’ FYIAYVYERYIZANL I Y LTWED
NELNEREA, BOENIZENED(, BROELETVNENEZDOTL £ 95, BFED
FHNICBCWILNEEDLL, ZNEEAERL I TL Y I,

B R BX
cherry blossoms fall... PHE S -
magician is still F oh Efﬁ tHh
looking for the card N7 S

When the cherry blossoms are falling, our mind may become restless, wondering if this could be
the last time to see them this year. The cherry blossoms fall quickly, but this magician seems to
be taking longer, rather than instantly spotting the card and receiving a round of applause. The
people watching the magic trick are flustered and restless. Such a juxtaposition of cherry
blossoms with a magician seems to be fresh and even funny.

BOWELZLIE, SFEINTRMON Y LEZEEN LD ) £, AT CI2R- T
L17@H COFREFRIEIZAH - FERKRVTBREBV LY 250, £ ABMNIN
Mo TWLE)TT, FRERATCWLZALLEELELLTHELESEHA, 20 LK

YFREOR) EOHEAHHE T, BEIERIoNET,

Saumya Bansal 1 ~ F

window pane BT A
her finger traces R AR
the path of a bee ¥ O P

As a child I (the judge) once wondered about a bee that had burrowed into a tulip flower in
search of nectar, and I blocked the flower with my hand. The result was...that I was stung and
cried a lot. In this haiku, too, the poet’s curiosity about the bee outweighed the fear of getting
stung, and he/she followed the bee flying just outside the window with her finger. The only big
difference from my time is that there is a “window pane” between the poet and the bee.

MW DR (FEFE) L. F 22—y TORRIZCEEZRDTELS ofﬁof?ﬁ;’éﬁ"\km (PSR
EFTHIVWEZUNLNE LA BRE-FINTRESITLE, ZOFRTE, #
SRR Z\\i/\‘aﬁii)i’«%/\@%zr&-ﬁqﬂ"o/( EOT O E MRS L2 35 Tak 5 T
¥F, 2R BLOMIC TEAT IR LY IOPRDY I LIIRILNENTT,
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(Honourable Mentions ] X\:¥

7 AN e RE

morning moon

Kat Lehmann

each stone on this beach

the perfect size

Julie Anne Bates = 2—2—7 > R
winter sun
old chair

the shape of sadness

Boris Nazansky 7 v 7 F 7
puddle in the park
one yellow leaf returned

to the treetop

Ed Bremson 7 X ) 771 & 3%
the silence
of the birds,

Gaza dawn

A= b7 T

dinner for two

Gregory Piko
the stars in the sky

grow brighter

Shloka Shankar

wild aster

12K

the letter I never

wrote
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[(Honourable Mentions) X\:i&

T8 &+ BA
butterfly
[ almost forgot

spring twilight

MariaTosti 1 % ') 7
armistice -
lotus flowers open

toward the sky

Fillhardt, Hartmut K 1

on the bar counter
next to the empty glass

avase

Cristian Matei /L —< =7
lullaby -
the baby's hand toward

the cherry branch

Ja7F7T

Sunny summer morn -

Nikola Pureti¢

perhaps
no doubts today.

Khoa Ngo Binh Anh  ~ K + 4
grandfather's gravestone
the weight of raindrops

bends the grass

A T

—Toshio Kimura
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